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Story Happenings
Nights of Grief and Mystery: Rough Gods Duo Tour
Grand County Hospice is pleased to present Nights of
Grief and Mystery: Rough Gods Duo Tour on September
17th, 2022, at Star Hall. Nights of Grief and Mystery
weaves together the extraordinary talents and skills of
internationally renowned author, teacher, storyteller, and
cultural activist Stephen Jenkinson with those of Torontobased singer-songwriter Gregory Hoskins.
This an evening for young folk and old folk, for elders
in training—an event of interest to parents and grandparents, teachers, scholars, healthcare professionals, clergy,
counselors, and anyone else pondering matters around
human development, rites of passage, aging, and wisdom.
For years, Jenkinson led the palliative care department
at a major Canadian hospital. Sitting at the deathbeds of
over a thousand people, he discovered again and again “a
wretched anxiety” around death and began to recognize
this death phobia as a symptom of cultural absence rather
than any individual’s personal issue. Together, Jenkinson
and Hoskins, created Nights of Grief and Mystery, which
incorporates poetry, book readings, and wisdom-ﬁlled
stories about end-of-life matters enveloped in a musical
container of soulfulness.
Jenkinson is the author of numerous books, including
Die Wise: A Manifesto for Sanity and Soul, the award
winning book about grief, and dying, and the great love of
life. Jenkinson teaches internationally and is the creator and
principal instructor of the Orphan Wisdom School, founded
in 2010. With masters degrees from Harvard University
(Theology) and the University of Toronto (Social Work),
he is revolutionizing grief and dying in North America.
Hoskins is often described with epithets like “best
kept secret”, “unsung”, and “an artist that has ﬂown under
the radar.” His career spans 11 recordings over 27 years
and recording contracts on three continents. Hoskins’
lyrics and voice tend to break and bind at the same time,
songs are steeped in the drama of living awake with one
foot in the sorrow of it all and the other in the beauty of it
all – integrated with propulsive grooves, brooding electric
guitar work, and rich sonics.
“All of us at one time or another navigate endings
and grief, and talking about them more openly can help
them seem less scary,” said Margy Swenson, Director of
Grand County Hospice. “We hope this performance is an
opportunity to kindle these types of conversations in our
community.”
The event is free – however, donations to Grand County
Hospice are greatly appreciated! For more information
about the show and to reserve tickets, please visit www.
mrhmoab.org/events.
Grand County Hospice, an interdisciplinary team that
includes nurses, social workers, chaplains, physicians, and
volunteers, has delivered compassionate end-of-life care to
local families since 1998.

Musical Story Hour: The Child Who Went to the Zoo
Four times each year, the Grand County Public
Library teams up with the Moab Music Festival for a
special Musical Story Hour. Our next Musical Story
Hour will be held on Saturday, September 24th, at
10:30am at Old City Park. September’s story hour will
be a performance of the “The Child Who Went to the
Zoo - the Re-Wilding Musical” written by musician,
teacher, and author, Dick Bozung (known to many old
time Moabites simply as Frog).
“The Child Who Went to the Zoo” is a musical story
for all ages with improvisational musical accompaniment
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by the audience. The audience will listen in on a musical
conversation between a young child visiting a zoo and a
giraﬀe housed there along with its friend a nightingale.
Beautiful music and words illustrate the dilemma facing
giraﬀes in Africa (and much of the natural world) with a
suggestion from the giraﬀe on how the child might help
nature recover. Audience members will be provided with
Musical Story Hour is always free and “The Child
some of Richard Cooke’s (who will also be providing
Who Went to the Zoo - the Re-Wilding Musical” is
musical accompaniment on the ﬂute) easy to play
appropriate for all ages, from babies to grandmas and
Freenotes musical instruments so that they can participate
grandpas! September’s Musical Story Hour is made
in the musical and play along with nightingale’s music.
possible with support from the Synergy Company and the
Frog has dedicated the past 40 years of his life to
City of Moab.
simplifying music making for everyone. He has extensive
music teaching experience through the South
Carolina Artist-in-the-Schools Program and is
currently the music teacher at the St. Augustine,
Florida Public Montessori School (pre-school
thru 6th grade). He is the author of the “Magical
Musical Spiraled Seashell and Friends”, a
book which unlocks many of the mysteries of
music theory through pictures and simple lay
language, and “The Child Who Spoke with the
Earth”, a beautiful musical story about a child’s
conversations with some of its non-human
earth friends about living in ‘harmony’ with the
earth. He is also a practicing music therapist
and the designer and maker of several new
easy to play musical instruments, including the
bowed ‘Mockingbird’, harp like ‘Nightingale’,
Child investigates a guitar at the April 2022 Musical Story Hour with
and ‘Chambered Nautilus’.
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